
Pairing 360-degree video with mobile VR viewing 
opens a potentially new world of immersive 
experience.  Yet, to date, there has been little 
consideration of how this technology could be used 
to (a) support pre-service and in-service teacher 
professional development, (b) achieve more e�ective 
classroom observation, and (c) open new 
methodological opportunities for researchers.
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‘The [pilot] has revealed signi�cant promise 
and enthusiasm among in-service teachers, 
trainee teachers and academic support o�cials.’         
      (Director’s o�ce, State O�ce of Education) 

‘It’s very di�erent from seeing oneself on a 
mobile phone. It’s like being immersed inside. 
I have been involved in a lot of training of 
other teachers but never before seen myself 
in the classroom.’                                                  (In-service teacher) 

A 360-degree video recording captures a full
�eld of view. When using a VR headset, the viewer

turns their head to see di�erent parts of the 
room - as if they were there in person

Pilot �eld studies - which were led by a team from the 
Open University UK - took place in Madhya Pradesh 
(India). Teaching practice in rural primary schools was 
recorded using a 360-degree camera, after which the 
clips were viewed on mobile VR headsets and 
individual and group feedback elicited from 
(a) in-service teachers who conducted the lessons, 
(b) pre-service teachers and (c) teacher educators. 
 

Recording and viewing 360-degree video is possible in 
areas without electricity or internet.  

360-degree video challenges and blurs the long-held 
distinction drawn between live classroom observation 
and observing video recordings of classroom practice.

Findings from the pilot

There is a need for further research in this area.

Interested in learning more or 
initiating a pilot yourself? 
Contact: simon.j.cross@open.ac.uk
or visit www.360mobilevr.co.uk

Potential for sharing practice and building virtual 
teaching experiences (something we’re very interested 
in pursuing further).

Opening opportunities for educational research and 
methodological approaches to data capture. 

To achieve improvements in the quality of teaching 
practice in low- to medium-income countries, teacher 
education programmes must �nd ways to e�ectively 
support and engage teachers in their own professional 
development. 

Can these technologies be made to work in 
challenging low- to medium-income contexts?

What excites and interests in-service teachers,
pre-service teachers and teacher educators
in this pairing of technologies?

How might the opportunities and challenges
for wider implementation and evaluation be
framed?

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Initial reactions from educators were positive; being able
to see concurrently both teacher’s actions and individual
student responses opened new possibilities for re�ection.

Recording and playback 
was achieved using only 

USB-powered mobile 
devices 


